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Language Screening.

Language difficulties can be surprisingly difficult to spot. If a child has unclear speech or limited vocabulary
or struggles to use complex sentences you may be able to ‘hear’ there is something different about their
talking. However, you can’t always simply observe if a pupil has understood words. Using a language
screener can make this process easier.

When the class are given instructions, is every child who follows them successfully understanding the words
or using context, routine, visual clues and observing their peers?

When a child doesn’t complete the instruction successfully they might not have understood, or they might
not have been listening or wanted to comply. You cannot tell by observation alone, but performing a
language screen can help.

You might suggest that it doesn’t matter if the child is not understanding every word where they can use
routine, context and visual support to help them. It does! As children move through their schooling, these
additional cues will start to lessen and they will need to be more reliant on their understanding of language.

It will become very hard to understand what they are reading and respond accordingly, meaning they will
miss out on vital learning and social interactions. They could also become withdrawn or anxious and might
struggle to make and keep friends.

We know that 40% of pupils with language difficulties are being missed, despite highly committed school
staff teams (The Communication Trust, Talk of the Town Report 2014). The only way to be sure a child is
understanding the words, is to remove all cues so that nothing but the words remain, meaning just their
understanding is being assessed. The only way not to miss anyone is to screen everyone.

At Linby, we have signed up to a package called Language Link. The purpose of this package is to help staff
to identify issues with language and plan an intervention to support children to develop their understanding
of language. Interventions may include listening skills, concepts and instructions, language structure,
guestioning and reasoning and vocabulary. If we feel your child would benefit from an intervention, we will
discuss this with you before undertaking one.

If you do not wish for your child to be screened using Language Link, please complete and return the form
below, or email office@Icp.snmat.org.uk

Many thanks,

Mrs Hodge
Co-Headteacher and SENCO
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| would not like my child ....cccoooiiieiiecee iN Class .oooeieivveenn to be given the Language Link
screener.

Please return by Friday January 9t 2026

If you would prefer this as a paper copy, please let Mrs Reid know.
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