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21 November 2025 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

As we move into November, we are delighted to share the many exciting activities and events that 
have taken place, as well as those still to come across the school. This term is always a busy and 
joyful one, filled with rich learning opportunities, celebrations, and memorable experiences for the 
children. Thank you for your continued support as we look forward to a wonderful few weeks ahead. 

 

Remembrance Day 

The school came together to mark Remembrance Day with thoughtful activities and reflections. 
Children showed great respect as they learned about the significance of this day. 

 

Children in Need 

The School Council chose to raise money for Children in Need this year, and we are delighted to 
share that a fantastic total of £112.73 was raised. The whole school took part in a fun-filled conga and 
came dressed in their pyjamas to support this wonderful cause. 

 

Forest School 

Oak and Fir Class have enjoyed their Forest School sessions, which 
give children the opportunity to explore nature, build confidence, and 
develop teamwork skills. Please remember to send children with 
appropriate outdoor clothing. 

 

Next half term, Ash and Elm Class will have the opportunity to 
experience Forest School and take part in these outdoor learning 
adventures. A letter will follow that will provide details on this. 

 

 

Let the Festive Fun Begin! 

 

Our 12 Days of Christmas will begin on Thursday 4th December. If you are 
new to Linby, this is where we have different Christmas related activities for 
the children on each of the twelve days before we break up for the Christmas 
celebrations. A full itinerary will follow, but some key dates are below. 
 

Christmas Workshop in Elm – Monday 24th November (outside of the 12 Days of Christmas 
dates – the Elves are busy during our 12 Days of Christmas) 

Elm Class will be taking part in a festive Christmas workshop led by an outside provider on Monday 
24th November. We look forward to seeing their creativity shine. 

 

Friday 5th December - Christmas Market (OWLS event) 

The OWLS Christmas Market will take place on Friday 5th December. Parents and carers are invited 
to visit the market from 2:30pm. Please collect your children at 3pm to join in the festive fun. The 
market will feature a variety of stalls, including games, festive treats, and crafts. Don’t miss their 
‘Stitchmas’ themed Santa’s Grotto this year! More information will be provided nearer the time. 
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Wednesday 10th December and Thursday 11th December - Nativity Performance: Shine 

This year’s Nativity performance by the children in Ash and Elm will be held on the evening of 
Wednesday 10th December and afternoon of Thursday 11th December. On the Wednesday, we will be 
asking the children to be back at school at 5:30 for a 6pm start time. On Thursday 11th December, the 
performance will be held in the afternoon with a start time of 2pm. Refreshments will be served before 
both performances and there will be a raffle too. Tickets will be available to purchase on Scopay from 
next week.  
 

Friday 12th December - Whole School Panto Visit to see Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 
Pantomime  

The whole school will be visiting Mansfield Palace Theatre to watch Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. We will depart from the Horse and Groom at 1:00pm, with the performance beginning at 
2:00pm. Our expected return time is approximately 5:30pm, depending on traffic and the pantomime 
finishing on time. 

Collection from the coach will take place at the bus stop outside The National Church Academy (“Big 
National”). We used this drop-off point last year for Young Voices and found it allowed pupils to 
disembark safely and efficiently. Please ensure that you do not park in the bus stop, as this will 
prevent the coach from pulling in and may delay the safe and efficient return of the children to you. 

 

Wednesday 17th December - Christmas School Dinner  

Our Christmas School Dinner Day will take place on Wednesday 17th December. If your child is in Fir 
or Oak Class and you have not yet requested a school dinner for this day, please contact the school 
office to place an order no later than Wednesday 3rd December. 

 

Please note: if you have already informed the school that your child will be having a school dinner, 
there is no need to contact us again. Children in Ash and Elm Class will automatically be provided 
with a Christmas School Dinner. 

 

Thursday 18th December - Christmas Carols at St Michael’s Church 

On the afternoon of Thursday 18th December, the school will be holding a Carol Service at St 
Michael’s at 2:30pm. All are invited to attend. Pick up at 3:30pm will be from St Michael’s Church 
unless your child is in after-school club on this day. 

 

Foodbank 

We are once again supporting The Hucknall Foodbank, who will be running their ‘12 Days of 
Christmas’ appeal as in previous years. They have asked for donations that could help local families 
during what can be a very difficult time. Each of the 12 days focuses on a specific item, and families 
are welcome to send in one item across the whole period or several items if they wish. There is 
absolutely no expectation to contribute, but any support for this wonderful cause would be greatly 
appreciated. More details will follow. 

 

Reminders 

 

Uniform 

We would like to remind everyone of the importance of ensuring that your child is wearing the correct 
school uniform each day. Taking pride in their appearance helps children feel part of the school 
community and promotes a positive learning environment. We appreciate your support in maintaining 
our uniform standards and helping children look their best. 

 

Please note, indoor shoes should be black and appropriate for the busyness inside the classroom. 
Leggings are not part of the school or P.E. uniform. For P.E., children may wear green shorts or black 
jogging bottoms and a yellow T-shirt. 

 

Guidance can be found on our school website: https://linby.snmat.org.uk/?page_id=5908 
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Parking  

Parents are kindly asked not to drive up Quarry Lane at the beginning and end of the school day. 
Parking in the school car park is strictly reserved for parents or carers who hold a Blue Badge or who 
have made prior arrangements with the school. This helps prevent congestion on the lane and 
ensures the safety of both children and parents. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in school life. 

 

Warmest regards, 

 

Mrs Hodge and Miss Murray 



 
 
 

 

 

Key Dates for your diary: 
 
 

 

 

Autumn 2 2025 

Friday 21st November 2025: Reception and Year 6 Height and Weight Measures (NHS) 

Monday 24th November 2025 (3:30pm): OWLS event  - Fir Class bake sale  

Thursday 4th December 2025: 12 days of Christmas begins (more information to follow). 

Friday 5th December 2025: Santa’s Grotto and Christmas Market  

Friday 12th December 2025: Whole school visit to the pantomime, Mansfield Palace Theatre  

Wednesday 17th December 2025: Christmas School Dinner day 

Thursday 18th December 2025: Christmas Carol Service at St. Michael’s 

Friday 19th December 2025 at 3:30pm: Break up for the Christmas Holidays 

 

Spring 2026 

Monday 5th January 2026: Return to school for Spring 1 half term 

Wednesday 7th January 2026: Ash and Elm Class Forest School sessions begins 

Monday 9th February 2026: Young Voices at Sheffield Arena (KS2 children) 

Friday 13th February 2026 at 3:30pm: Break up for February half term 

Monday 23rd February 2026: Return to school for Spring 2 half term 

Wednesday 25th February 2026: Fir and Oak Class Forest School sessions restart 

Thursday 5th March 2026: Swimming starts for Year 3, 4 and 5. 

Friday 27th March 2026 at 3:30pm: Break up for Easter holiday 

 

Summer 2026 

Monday 13th April 2026: Return to school for Summer 1 half term 

Thursday 16th April 2026: School photographer in - Group photographs 

Monday 11th May 2026 – Thursday 14th May 2026: End of KS2 SATs (Year 6 pupils) 

Friday 22nd May 2026 at 3:30pm: Break up for the half term break 

Monday 1st June 2026: Return for Summer 2 half term 

Monday 1st June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026: Year 4 Multiplication Check 

Monday 8th June 2026 – Friday 12th June 2026: Phonics Screening Check (Year 1 and Year 2 re-

takes) 

Friday 24th July 2026 at 3:30pm: Break up for the Summer Holidays 

Monday 27th July 2026: INSET Day – School closed 

 

 


