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14 November 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Welcome back to our second half term! Where has the first term, and that holiday flown to?  

 

We have lots to share with you.  
 
 
Staffing Updates 
 
Following the sad news that Mrs Howe will be leaving the Office Manager role, we are pleased to 
inform  you that Miss Priestley will be joining the Linby family from Monday 18th November. I’m sure 
you will all join us in wishing Mrs Howe well in her new venture. You will be delighted to hear that she 
remains on the staff team and will be continuing her role as Breakfast Club Manager. For this, we are 
very grateful!  
 
School Office update 
 
Please note that the school office opening hours have changed. The school office is now open from 
08:30 to 15:45. 
 
We kindly ask that you consider the best way to contact the office depending on the urgency of your 
query. If the matter is urgent, please call us directly at 0115 9634282. For non-urgent matters, we 
encourage you to send an email or send a message to the class teacher on Class Dojo so that we 
can respond more efficiently. Please be aware that Dojos may not be checked while the staff are 
teaching, so if it relates to the same day, an email to the office is best. 
 
Uniform 
 
We would like to remind everyone of the importance of ensuring that your child is wearing the correct 
school uniform each day. Taking pride in their appearance helps children feel part of the school 
community and promotes a positive learning environment. We appreciate your support in maintaining 
our uniform standards and helping children look their best. 
 
Please note that leggings are not part of the school or P.E uniform. For P.E, children may wear green 
shorts or black jogging bottoms and a yellow t-shirt. The children will need indoor PE shoes. 
 
Football 
 
We are attempting to elongate the football season for as long as we possibly can. Therefore, please 
ensure that for those wishing to play on the field, spare joggers are in school. The grass is often now 
damp in a morning and we do not want the children to be coming in from break dirty and/or cold and 
wet.   
 
Remembrance Day 
 
The children celebrated remembrance day earlier this week with a one minute 
silence, which was held outside with members of staff. All the children were 
incredibly respectful and are to be congratulated on this poignant act. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Dare we mention the ‘C’ word? 
 
Our 12 days of Christmas will begin on Thursday 5th December. If you are new to Linby, this is 
where we have different Christmas related activities for the children on each of the twelve days before 
we break up for the Christmas celebrations. A full itinerary will follow, but some key dates are below! 
 
Christmas Tree Festival 
 
You may have seen from social media that we are taking part once again in the Christmas Tree 
Festival. The theme this year is “A sock is for life”… We will be creating a sock tree with brand new 
socks that will then be donated to Shareware. We would love pairs of socks (especially green) that 
can be any size. Socks can be purchased for £1 from Home Bargains (other stores are available…!) 
 
Friday 6th December 
 
Whole School Panto Visit – Oh yes we are! The performance will begin at 2pm, so we are hoping to 
return around 5pm. Details on where to pick up from to follow… 

 
Wednesday and Thursday 11th and 12th December 
 
This year’s Nativity performance by the children in Ash and Elm will be held on the evening of 
Wednesday 11th December and afternoon of Thursday 12th December. On the Wednesday, we will be 
asking the children to be back at school at 5:30 for a 6pm start time. On Thursday 12th December, the 
performance will be held in the afternoon with a start time of 2pm. Refreshments will be served before 
both performances and there will be a raffle too.  

 
Friday 13th December  
 
Santa will be visiting the children in the Grotto (Activity Room).  In a change from previous years, the 
man himself will be around during the afternoon of the Christmas Fair, which Owls are holding. More 
details will follow. 
 
Thursday 19th December 
 
Christingle Service – On the afternoon of Thursday 19th December 2024, the school will be holding a 
Christingle Service at St Michael’s at 2:30pm. All are invited to attend. Pick up at 3:30pm will be from 
Church. 
 
Friday 20th December 
 
Break up for Christmas at 3:30pm 
 
 
 
Warmest regards, 
 
Rachel Hodge and Natasha Murray 

 
 
  



 
 
 

 

 

Key Dates for your diary: 
 
 

Autumn 2 Half Term   

Tuesday 12th and Thursday 14th November 2024: Parent’s Evening (more information follow) 

Friday 15th November 2024: Children in Need - Non-uniform – Bring £1 spot theme  

Monday 25th November 2024: Elm Bake Sale after school 

Friday 6th December 2024: Whole school visit to the pantomime, Mansfield Palace Theatre (more 

information to follow). 

Wednesday 11th December 2024 (Evening performance): EYFS and KS1 Nativity  

Thursday 12th December 2024 (afternoon performance): EYFS and KS1 Nativity 

Thursday 12th December 2024: Fir Visit to the National Coal Mining Museum 

Friday 13th December 2024: OWLS Grotto and Christmas Market 

Thursday 19th December 2024: Christingle Service at St Michael’s Church. Collection from St 

Michael’s at 3:30pm. 

Friday 20th December 2024: Break up for the Christmas Holidays 

 

Spring Term 
 

Monday 6th January 2025: School begins for the Spring 1 half term 

Friday 7th March 2025: Swimming starts for pupils in Year 3, 4 and 5 (details to follow) 

Wednesday 2nd April – Friday 4th April 2025: Year 5 residential to York 

 

INSET Days (school closed for pupils) 2024/2025: 

Monday 24th February 2025 

Monday 28th July 2025 

Tuesday 29th July 2025 

 


